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Metallic Prints
Colors aligned with the Metallic Ink 
Layer’s areas will have a metal shine.  
Areas not indicated in the Metallic Ink
Layer will not be shiny.

Metallic printing works best with 
lighter colors. 

Thermal Imprint Layer
Printed Onsite

Metallic Ink Layer
Use a single, solid “spot” color where 
you want the metallic effect

Important
Place all your Metallic Ink area’s vector art on its own layer, and name this layer “Silver.”  
In the Swatches Panel (Illustrator, InDesign), create a New Swatch fill color: Name it “Silver;” 
in the “Color Type” dropdown select “Spot Color;” apply this swatch to everything on the 
“Silver” layer.

Badge Design Layer
Full-color design including colors 
that will have a metallic appearance

Carefully Align Elements 
Metallic Ink Layer areas should be 
vector format (PDF, Illustrator)

Avoid areas where you plan to 
thermal print

Badge Printing - Design Instructions


